ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


OP  THE 

ROTHWELL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Eleventh  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary 
condition  of  the  Rothwell  Urban  District. 

The  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Town  may  be  given  as  follows  : 
Area  of  Sanitary  District,  3476  acres. 

Population  estimated  at  4900. 

Density  of  Population,  1-4  per  acre. 

Births,  97.  Males,  44 ;  Females,  53. 

Birth  rate,  19-79  per  1000. 

Increase  of  Population,  9-38  per  1000. 

Deaths,  51.  Males,  35;  Females,  16. 

Death  rate,  10-4  per  1000. 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  20. 

Death  rate  under  one  year,  206-18  per  1000  births. 


The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  as  returned  to 


—  -  -  -  -  -  — ^ 

the  Registrar  : 

Marasmus 

9 

Measles 

2 

Heart  Disease 

7 

Apoplexy 

2 

Cyanosis 

5 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

Senectus 

4 

Haematemesis 

1 

Acute  Bronchitis  , 

3 

Tubercular  Peritonitis 

1 

Convulsions 

3 

Infiuenza 

1 

Phthisis 

2 

Cancer 

1^ 

Acute  Pneumonia 

2 

Tuberc’dar  Meningitis 

1 

Nephritis 

2 

Teething 

1 

Cerebral  Meningitis 

2 

Pernicious  Anaemia 

1 

I  think  this,  in 

most  respects,  is  a  very  satisfactory  report 

indeed,  for,  judging  by 

the  mean 

Death  rate,  you  will  see 

that  it  is 

lower  than  it  has  been  since  the  formation  of  the  Urban  District 
Council.  During  the  eleven  years  that  the  Council  has  been  in 
existence  there  has  been  a  gradual  fall  in  the  number  of  our  deaths 
and  this  from  a  mere  Sanitary  point  of  view,  is  a  matter  for 
congratulation.  This  is  shewn  by  the  following  figures  : 


In 

1893 

the  Death  rate 

was 

16-76 

}> 

1894 

55 

55 

55 

18-82 

75 

1895 

55 

55 

5* 

18-  4 

55 

1896 

5* 

55 

55 

18-  9 

55 

1897 

55 

55 

55 

15-  9 

55 

1898 

55 

55 

55 

13-27 

55 

1899 

55 

55 

55 

14-76 

55 

1900 

55 

55 

55 

14-14 

55 

1901 

55 

55 

55 

13.59 

55 

1902 

55 

55 

55 

12-11 

55 

1903 

55 

55 

5t 

10-  4 

These  figures  speak  for  themselves — as  a  Death  rate  of  only 
10  4  is,  in  our  experience,  a  decidedly  low  one,  and  one  not  often 
reached. 
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The  infaut  mortality,  ou  the  other  hand,  is  not  quite  so 
satisfactory,  as,  out  of  the  fifty-one  deaths  recorded  in  1903,  no 
fewer  than  twenty  were  under  one  year  of  age. 

During  the  year  there  were  seventeen  cases  of  Scarlatina 
reported,  but,  at  no  time  did  it  spread  very  fast,  as  every  precaution 
was  taken  to  isolate,  as  much  as  possible,  individual  cases  of  infec¬ 
tion,  giving  our  attention  to  their  Sanitary  surroundings.  It  was 
of  a  distinctly  mild  type,  and  we  had  no  deaths  from  that  cause. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  formation  of  the  Urban  Council, 
indeed,  I  am  glad  to  say  during  the  last  twenty  years,  our  town 
has  been  visited  by  Smallpox. 

The  incidence  of  this  loathsome  disease  in  our  midst 
is  curious  and  historically  interesting.  The  first  case  was  reported 
ou  the  19th  of  last  November.  Tiie  patient  was  a  Captain  in  the 
Salvation  Army,  and  had  only  just  come  to  Rothwell  from  a  place 
called  Bulwell,  near  Nottingham.  His  story  is  graphic  enough  and 
to  the  point.  He  remembered  shaking  hands  with  a  man  before  he 
left  on  his  journey  to  Rothwell.  This  man  had  contracted  Smallpox 
from  a  tramp  and  died  from  its  effects.  What  became  of  the  tramp 
is  not  told,  but  I  have  no  doubt  he  tramped  on  his  way  and 
scattered  the  disease  right  and  left. 

During  the  Summer  of  last  year  when  Smallpox  was  in  both 
Kettering  and  Harborough,  the  Rothwell  Urban  Council  had  hired 
a  hospital  tent,  and  made  all  arrangements  for  its  being  sent  down 
from  London  at  a  moment’s  notice.  This  idea,  or  rather  arrange¬ 
ment,  was  abandoned  as  there  seemed  no  immediate  necessity  for 
this  special  hospital  need. — AVe  were  mistaken  and  premature.  The 
first  case  was  reported  ou  Thursday,  November  19th,  and  on  Friday 
an  urgent  meeting  of  the  Urban  Council  was  called,  when  it  was 
decided  to  build  a  wooden  Isolation  Hospital,  ou  the  land  belonging 
to  the  Council,  near  the  Shotwell  Alill.  This  resolution  was  passed 
on  Friday  evening  (the  20th),  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
during  the  night  it  was  blowing  a  regular  hurricane,  by  Saturday 
morning  (the  21st)  the  Isolation  Hospital  was  practically  completed. 
That  afternoon  the  patient  was  removed  to  it,  together  with  his 
wife  and  a  friend  who  volunteered  to  go  and  help  to  nurse  him. 
In  the  meantime  his  house  in  New  Street  was  shut  up  and  the 
bedding,  carpets,  &c.,  were  burned  and  the  house  itself  thoroughly 
disinfected  This  important  duty  was  carried  out  most  efficiently  by 
our  new  Surveyor,  Mr.  T.  Betts. 

All  those  who  had  been  in  contact^  with  our  patient  in  any 
way  were  watched  as  closely  as  possible,  and  prohibited  from  going 
to  work,  and  as  many  as  would  submit  were  vaccinated. 

The  second  case  of  Smallpox  occurred  on  the  fourth  (4th) 
December.  The  patient  was  one  of  those  who  had  been  in  contact 
with  the  previous  case.  She  was  a  married  woman,  and  lived  in 
New  Street,  next  door  to  the  Salvation  Army  Barracks.  She  was 
at  once  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  all  the  members  of 
her  family  were  at  once  re- vaccinated,  also  all  the  families  in  the 
same  yard  with,  I  think,  one  exception.  I  am  firmly  convinced  that 
this  step  saved  any  of  the  rest  of  her  family  from  falling,  as  they 
had  all  been  in  contact  with  her,  up  to  the  time  the  rash  appeared. 

The  two  attendants  ou  the  first  case  were,  I  may  add,  both 
immediately  re- vaccinated,  and  though  they  were  both  in  contact 
with  tbe  disease  from  first  to  last,  they  did  not  take  any  harm. 


The  conclusion  I  would  draw  from  the  above  is,  that  there 
can  be  no  possible  doubt  that  recent  vaccination  is  a  distinct  pre¬ 
ventive  of  Smallpox,  and  the  more  recent  the  vaccination, 
the  greater  the  chance  of  the  patient  in  contact  escaping  the 
contagion.  In  the  same  way,  or  rather  on  the  same  grounds,  a 
person  who  was  vaccinated  in  infancy  and  contracted  Smallpox, 
would  have  it  in  a  more  modified  form  than  one  who  had  not  been 
thus  protected. 


In  conclusion  allow  me  to  say  that  I  cannot  praise  too  highly 
the  prompt  and  energetic  measures  taken  by  the  Urban  District 
Council  when  we  were  face  to  face  with  this  loathsome  and  danger¬ 
ous  disease.  The  Council  gave  me  every  help  in  their  power  in  the 
way  of  isolation  and  everything  possible  was  done  with  the  least 
possible  expense  to  the  town. 

Before  drawing  this  report  to  a  close  I  may  just  add,  that 
during  our  usual  in.spection  of  the  Factories,  when  any  glaring  or 
notable  Sanitary  defect  was  pointed  out,  it  was  rectified. 

Our  new  Cemetery,  opened  during  1903,  is  now  in  use,  and 
is  certainly  a  great  advantage  to  the  place. 


Rothwell, 

February,  1904. 


I  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JAMES  MORE,  M.O.H, 


